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Highlights of talk by Minister of Transport and Communications, Mr Kostas Hatzidakis

- The problem of Road Safety is not that of any one country, but in our country it concerns us perhaps even
more than in many other states and demands a common approach, coordinated action, international
cooperation.

- Throughout the world thousands of human lives are pointlessly lost every day on the roads. In OECD member
countries 180,000 deaths occur every year whilst the World Health Organisation estimates road deaths
worldwide at 1,200,000. This number in practical terms means that we have one death every 3 minutes. The
cost in human suffering is immense, whilst the damage to the production processl1 is incalculable, as road
accidents concern young people.

- It is the duty of state bodies to be open to proposals, and more so when these proposals come from experts,
scientists with experience and substantiated opinions. It is our duty to participate in scientific forums, to
encourage cooperation, to exchange views. Because only by so doing shall we be able to trace out a
responsible and effective policy.

- In Greece the issue of road safety is at the top of our priorities, since, despite the consistent improvement in
the situation, we are still a fair way behind compared to other European countries. Our aim is to get as near as
possible to the European target which is a 50% fall in deaths from road accidents in 2010 as compared with
2000. In 2000 we had 2103 deaths and the number should be down to 1051 in 2010. In 2007 we were at 1440
deaths. We are trying to get as near as possible to the common European target.

Our means in this endeavour of ours is the invaluable European experience. The strategic road safety schemes
of other states. The international data bases. All the above, adapted to the needs and particular conditions of
our country led to the drawing up and implementation of the second Strategic Plan for the improvement of road
safety in Greece for the period 2006-2010.

- As part of this plan the Hellenic Parliament last year passed the new Highway Code, with heavy fines for
violations. Anyone refusing to abide by the rules and who puts at risk their own life but also the lives of their
fellow men must be punished.

- In addition to the Highway Code, we are also improving and upgrading the system of instruction/examination
of prospective drivers. Our actions are aimed at creating more transparency and credence in the examinations.

- We are already progressing with projects for exam circuits for learner drivers, following the successful
example of other European states. The circuits in two of the country’s prefectures are almost finished, and
construction is continuing in another three in Northern Greece, whilst another 14 Prefectures have shown
interest in such circuits.

- At the same time, we are taking steps to cultivate a modern and correct way to behave on the roads. From an
early age. That is why we are giving emphasis in principle to the Traffic Education Parks2 whose correct
operation and maintenance is in the hands of the mayors. 100 TEPs have been constructed with funding from
the MTC, and the programme is being extended with the construction of another 30.

- Similarly, we are also doing serious work in the area of technical testing of vehicles. We are upgrading the
system by intensifying the technical testing programme and creating private vehicle testing centres. In fact, to
intensify checks throughout the country, the MTC has made available to a number of the country’s Prefectures
6 mobile testing units.

- And of course to all this must be added the efforts of the MTC for a total upgrade of public transport, with the
emphasis on fixed-track vehicles which are also the safest. All this to persuade citizens to leave their private
vehicle at home. So we are extending the tram network and the metro in an effort to sufficiently develop the
network of fixed-track vehicles in Athens and to make it equal to other European cities.

- Apart from the driver and the vehicle, which is the responsibility of the MTC, road safety, as | have already
mentioned, is to do with the road environment, the road infrastructure.

The Ministry of the Environment and Public Works for its part is making significant efforts to build a safe road
network. It is implementing the largest infrastructure works programme that the country has ever known, at a
total cost of 18.5 bn euros. It is estimated that with the new national routes which are being built on the basis of

! Translator not sure what is meant by this.
* Or ‘Driving Instruction Parks’.



studies conducted for Greece and abroad, we shall have a significant drop in accidents. On the new roads
being built, accidents, according to measurements, are reduced to 1/5.3

- In addition to the construction of new road axes, improvements to the existing infrastructure of the country’s
inter-city road network are continuing: already works at the 5 most dangerous axes have been completed and
the works are being implemented at another 26 axes.

- At the same time, the Ministry for the Interior, the third ministry connected with road safety, is concentrating on
the most stringent and systematic policing of the country’'s road network, chiefly in the most dangerous
locations. Special weight is being given to the protection of pedestrians, minors, the elderly and people with a
handicap.

- | would be the last person to claim that we have achieved our targets. That in the area of road safety we are
happy4. We still have a long road ahead of us. But let’'s not forget that road safety may of course be a matter
for the state but it is also a matter for each of us. Because it is not possible to station a police officer beside
every citizen. No matter how many measures are taken, no matter how stringent they are, they will not bear
fruit if we do not change our mentality. And | am speaking in particular about motorists in Southern Europe who
are not known for the best driving behaviour.

- In a recent survey on behalf of the Hellenic Association of Insurance Companies, it may be seen that although
on the one hand we use safety belts, this having been stated by 9 out of 10 Greeks, apparently because new
cars even compel us to do this, on the other hand, 7 in 10 drivers admit that they have ignored a red traffic
signal, 56.3% overtake in the oncoming lane, and 30% drive under the influence of alcohol.

- Apart therefore from action taken to foster a correct traffic behaviour, emphasis must be placed and a
substantial role must also be played by the mass media5. Not episodically but on a continuing basis. We are
therefore promoting a campaign of information, in print, on television and on the radio, and in fact we recently
came to an understanding with State television and the private television stations with national coverage, to get
them to give some free time in peak viewing hours for the transmission of road safety messages.

It is | believe a significant development. Equally significant is the need for a better coordination of efforts on a
national level. This is why just a few days ago we announced in Parliament the setting-up of a Inter-Ministerial
Committee on Road Safety. With the participation of all the jointly responsible Ministries.

- | want to stop at this point and take this opportunity to call upon all of you to lend your cooperation. The issue
of road safety is an issue that concerns all of us, it is an issue of humanity. It is an issue for the present and the
future. All of us here are determined to work with enthusiasm and resolve to see tangible results in an area
which concerns all of us.

From the Press Office

3 Sentence in Greek reads: ‘On the new roads being built, accidents, according to measurements, accidents are restricted to
1/5.°
* Sic.
> Sic.
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Xnpueio opriog Tov YME k. Kooty Xatinoaxn.

-To TpoéRAnua NG OdIKNAG Ac@AAciag dev £xel TTATPIdOA, AAAG 0TV XWPA PaAG, JOG aPopd iowg
TTOAU TTEPICTOTEPO ATTO OTI 0€ APKETA GAAQ KPATN KOl ATTAITEI KOIVI) QVTIMETWITION,
ouvToviouévn dpdan, d1ebvr) cuvepyaaia.

-%€ OAo Tov KOOPO XAvovTal Kabnuepiva avaitia otnv Ao@aAto XIANIGdeg avBpwTTiveg {wEG.

2116 Xwpeg péEAN Tou OOZA éxoupe eTnoiwg 180.000 BavdToug evw o Maykdouiog
Opyavioudg Yyeiag ekTiud Toug vekpoUg TNG ao@aATou TTaykoopiwg o€ 1.200.000. O apiBuog
QauTOG TTPAKTIKG Onpaivel 0TI £Xoupe éva VEKPO KABe 3 AeTTTd. To KOOTOG 0€ avBpwTTIvo TTOVO
gival TepAaTio, evw N {NUIG oTNV TTapaywyIkr dladikaaia gival avuttoAdyIaTn Kabwg Ta
OuOTUXAMATA OTNV ACQAATO APOPOUV VEEG NAIKIEG.

- Eival uttoxpéwon Twv gopEwv TNG TTONITEIOG vVa €ival avolxXToi OTIG TTPOTACEIG, KAl TTOAU
TTEPICCOTEPO OTAV Ol TIPOTACEIG AUTEG TTPOEPXOVTAI OTTO €10IKOUG, ETTIOTHUOVES E EUTTEIPIA KAl
TEKUNPIWUEVEG ATTOWEIG. Eival UTTOXPEWOT HAG VA CUHMUETEXOUNE O€ ETTIOTNUOVIKA ¢Opa, va
evBappuvouE Tn ouvepyaaoia, va avtaAAdoooupe amoyelg. MNati povo €ral Ba yrropécoupe va
XOopAagoupe utTeUBuvn Kal aTTOTEAECUATIKA TTONITIKI).

-Z1nv EAAGSa 1O ¢ATnUa TNG 08IKAG AOPAAEIag BPICKETAI OTNV KOPUPHA TWV TTPOTEPAIOTHTWV
pog Kabwg TTapd Tnv atabepr BEATIWON TNG KATACTAONG, EINACTE AKOPA OPKETA TTIOW O€
oxéon Je GAAa eupwTTdiKA KPATN. £KOTTOG Yag €ival va TTPOCEYYIOOUNE TOV KOIVO EUPWTTAIKO
oTOXO TTOU gival n peiwon Katd 50% Twv Bavdatwy atd odika aruyruata 1o 2010 og oxéon e
10 2000. To 2000 cixape 2103 vekpoug kai 0 aplBudg Ba Tpétrel va pelwbei otoug 1051 10
2010. To 2007 AuaoTav atoug 1449 vekpoug. MNMpoatraboupe va gTdooupe 600 TTI0 KOVTd
YivETQl OTOV KOIVO EUpWTTAiKO OTOXO.

E@odia ag auth TRV TTpoaTTabeld pag gival N TTOAUTIUN EUPWTTAIKA eUTTEIpia. Ta aTpaTnyIKa
ox£01a 00IKNG ao@aAeiag dAAwV kpatwv. O1 diebveig Baoeig dedopévwy. OAa Ta TTapaTTdvw ,
TIPOCAPUOCUEVA OTIG AVAYKES Kal TIG IDIATEPOTNTES TNG XWPAG MAG JaG 0driynoav oTnv
KATAPTION KOl EQapuoyr Tou OeUTEPOU ZTPATNYIKOU ZXediou yia Tn BeATIwON TNG 0dIKAG
aoc@dAciag otnv EANGSa yia Tnv TTEpiodo 2006-2010.

-210 TTAQiCI0 AUTOU TOU OXediou YneioTnke TTEPUCT 0Tn BouAr Twv EAAAvwy 0 véog Kwdikag
008k Kukhogopiag, pe Bapid TTpdoTipa yia Toug Tapapdareg. Oool apvouvTal va
OUNPOP@WBOOUV PE TOUG Kavoveg Kal BETouv o€ Kivduvo Tn 81K Toug {wr) aAAd Kal TN wi) TwV
ouvavOpWTTWYV TOoug, TTPETTEI VA TIwpoUvTal. EipacTe amopaaciopévol va KivnBoUpe TTpog
auThVv TNV KatelBuvon.

-Mépa amd Tov KOK, BeATiovoupe Kal avaBabuifoupe To oUGTNPA EKTTAIOEUONG- £E£TACNG TWV
utTown@iwv odnywv. O1 0pdceIg Hag oToXeUOUV OTO VA £XOUNE HEYAAUTEPN dlaQAVEIQ Kal
agloTmaTia OTIG £CETATEIG.

~“Hon rpoxwpouue Ta £pya yia TIG THOTEG £EETACONG TWV UTTOWN@IWY 00NYwWV, AKOAOUBWVTAG
TO ETMITUXNUEVO TTAPABEIYUA AAAWY EUPWTTAIKWY KpaTwVv. OAOKANpwvovTal ol TTioTeg o€ dUOo
VOHOUG TNG XWpAag, auvexiceTal n kataokeun o GANoug Tpeig otn Bépeia EANGSa ,evw €xouv
Non ekdnAwaoel evdla@épov yia TéToleg TTioTeg 14 emimmAéov Nopapxieg.

-MapdaAAnAa, kadvoupe BApara yia TNV KaAAIEpyEIa TNG oUYXPOovNG Kal 0pBAg 0BIKAG
OUPTTEPIPOPAG. ATTO veapn nAikia. '’ autd katapxrv divouue éupaon ota MNapka
KukAo@opiakAg Aywyng, N OwaoTr AEIToupyia Kal ouvTripnon Twv oTToiwv BpiokeTal oTa xépia
Twv dnuapxwyv. ‘Exouv kataokeuaoTei, pe xpnuatodotnon tou YME, 100 MNMKA, evw 10
TTPOYPAUMa eTTEKTEIVETAI PE TNV KaTaokeu 30 eTTITTAEOV.

-AvTioTolxa, KAVOUupE pia gopapr] OOUAEIQ KOl OTOV TOUED TOU TEXVIKOU EAEYXOU TWV
oxnuaTwy. Avapabuidoupe To Beoud PE TNV EVTATIKOTTOINGT TOU TTPOYPANMOTOC VIO TEXVIKO
éAeyxo kai Tn dnuioupyia 18iwTikwv KTEO. MaAIoTa, yia TNV EVTOTIKOTTOINON TwV EAEyXWV O€
OAn Tnv emikpdareia, 1o YME d1€6e0e ae didpopeg Nouapyieg TG xwpag, 6 Hovadeg KivnTwy



KTEO.

Kai BeBaiwg, ae dAa autd TTpETTEl va TTpoaTeDEi N TTpooTTdBela TTou yivetal oto YME yia pia
OUVOAIKN avaBd&Buion Twv HECWV PACIKAG HETAPOPAS, PE EPPach OTA HEaa oTaBepAG TPOXIAG,
TTOU gival Kal Ta 1o ao@aAr]. Mpokelyévou va TTeicouE Toug TTOAITEG va agrioouv 1o IX aTo
oTriTI. ‘ETOI, ETTEKTEIVETAI TO TPAY, TO YETPO, O€ HI TIPOOTTIABEIO VA avaTITUXOEi ETTAPKWG TO
OiKTUO TWV PEOoWV OTABEPNAG TPOXIAG oTnV ABAvVa Kal va Yivel EQAPIANO GAAWV EUPWTTAIKWV
TTOAEWV.

-Mépa atrd Tov 0dnyo Kai 1o dxnua, apuodidtntag YME, n 0dikrp ac@dAcia 6TTwg aveépepa
TIPONYOUMEVWG, EXEl VA KAVEI JE TO 00IKO TTEPIBAAAOY, TNV 0JIKA UTTOOOUN.

To Ymroupyeio MepiBaAAovTog kai Anuoaiwv ‘Epywv atré Tnv TTAEUpd TOU, KAVEI Jid TTOAU
ONMAVTIKA TTPOCTIABEIa yIa va QTIALEl £Eva ao@aAEG 00IKO OikTuO. YAOTToIEiTal TO HEYAAUTEPO
TTPOYPAUMA €PpYWYV UTTOOOMNG TTOU YVWPEIOE TTOTE N XWPd, 0UVOAIKoU Uyoug 18,5 dIg eupw.
YTtroAoyiceTal 6T OTIG VEEG £BVIKEG 000UC TTOU KaTaokeuadovTal, Je BAan TIG PEAETEG TTOU
uttapxouv yia Tnv EAAGSa kai To €wTEPIKG, Ba £xOupE pia onuavTiKA peiwon Twv
ATUXNMATWYV. 2TOUG VEOUG OPOUOUG TTOU KATOOKEUAZOVTAI, TA ATUXAUATA, CUUPWVA UE
METPAOEIG, TTEpIOpiIfovTal Ta aTuxrpaTa oto 1/5.

-Mépa atrd TNV Kataokeun vEwv 0dIKWY agdvwy, ouvexifovtal ol BEATIWOEIG TNV UTTAPXOUTQ
UTTOBOWN TOU UTTEPACTIKOU 08IKOU BIKTUOU TNG XWPAG: OAOKANpwONKav Adn 1a £€pya oToug 5
TTAéOV £TTIKIVOUVOUG Agoveg Kal UAOTTOIoUVTaI TA €pya o€ AAAOUG 26 GEoveg.

-MapdAAnAa, To YTroupyeio ECwTEPIKWY, TO TPITO UTTOUPYEIO TTOU OXETICETAI JE TNV OBIKK
ao@AAEIQ, ETTIKEVTPWVETAI OTNV AQUOTNEOTEPN KAl CUCTNMATIKOTEPN AOTUVOUEUCN TOU 08IKOU
OIKTUOU TNG XWPAG, KUPIWG TwV onueiwv TTou gival 1o eTTIKivouva. 18iaitepn Baputnta diveral
oTnVv TTPOOTACIa TwV TTECWYV, TWV avNAIKWY, TwV NAIKIWPEVWY, Twv ATOPWYV he AvaTrnpia.

-Oa rfuouv o TeAeuTaiog TTou Ba uTTooTAPICa OTI £XOUNE TTETUXEI TOUG OTOXOUG pag. OTI oTov
Topéa TNG 0OIKAG ACQPAAEIOG €iJaOTE euXaploTnUEVOL. Exoupde akOpa TTOAU dpOUOo UTTPOCTA
Mag. AANG ag unv Eexvoupue OTI n odIKA ac@daAeia gival BERaia BEua TNG TTOAITEIAG aAAG ival
Kal B€ua Tou KaBevog atrd eudag. MNari dev eival duvaTdv va BaAloupe Evav aoTuvouiké OITTAa
o€ K@B¢ troAitn. Ooa pétpa kal av Angdouv, 600 auoTnpd Kail av gival auTtd, dev Ba
amodwaoouv KapTroug av dsv aAAdgoupe vooTtpoTria. Kai pIAw 181aitepa yia Toug odnyous TnG
NéTiag Eupwtng mou &ev @nuICOPACTE Yia TV KAOAUTEPN 0dNYIKY CUPTTEPIPOPE.

-Ze Tpoéo@atn épeuva yia Aoyaplaoud 1nG ‘Evwong AogalioTikwy ETaipeiwov EAAGSOG,
@aivetal 6Tl evw aTTd TN pIa HEPIG xpnaoiyoTrolotue {wveg ac@aleiag, 9 atoug 10 'EAANveG €101
ORAwoav, TTPOPAVWG YIOTI KAl TA KAIVOUPIA QUTOKIVNTA HOG UTTOXPEWVOUV VA TO KAVOUE, ATTO
TNV GAAN 7 atoug 10 odnyoug TTapadéxovTal 6Tl €xouv TTapafIGael ToV KOKKIVO anuatodoTn,
10 56,3% TTpooTIEpVA PTTaivovTag oTo avtiBeTo pelpa, kal 70 30% o611 0dnyei uTTo TNV €T PEI
OAKOOA.

-Mépa, MooV aTrd TIG EVEPYEIEG TTOU £XOUV Yivel GTOV TOUED TNG KAAAIEPYEIOG pIag opBng
KUKAOQOPIAKNG aywyng, EPeacn TTPETTEl va 000Ei Kal oualaaTIKO pOAO TTPETTEI va avaAdouv
kal Twv MME. Oxi repioTaciakd, aAAd o€ diapkr) Baon. NMpowBouue, AoITTov, EVNUEPWTIKN
KQUTTAVIA, EVTUTIN, TNAEOTITIKA Kal padioQwVIKA, Kal JaAIoTa TTpdo@aTta ripbaue o€
ouvevvonan pe Tnv KpaTikr) TNAE6paacn Kal TOUuG 1I8IWTIKOUG TRAEOTITIKOUG OTaBUOUG €BVIKAG
eMBEAeIag, waoTe va dlaBéoouv dwpedv XpOVo 0 WPEG UYNAAG AKPOAUATIKOTNTAG YA TNV
TTPORBOAN TwV INVUPATWY 08IKAG AOPAAEIAG.

Eival moTetw kT onpavtikG. OTTwg e€icou onuavTiko gival va uttdpyel KAAUTEPOG
ouvToviopég dpdocwy ot €BvikS eTTiredo. ' auTd Kal POAIG TTPIV aTTO AiyEG NUEPES
avakolvwoape ato 1o Bripa Tng BouArig Tn ouykpdtnon Aiutroupyikrig EmiTpotri¢ OdIKNAG
Ac@dAeiag. Me ouppeTox AWV TWV cUVAPPOdIWY YTToupyEiwv

-O¢éAw va oTaPATAoW OTO ONMPEIO AUTO KAAWVTAG Kal atrd auto dw To Briua, 6Aoug €0dGg o€
ouvepyaoia. To ¢ATnua TnG 0dIKNG aagPAaAgiag ival ATnUa TTou agopd dAoug pag, sival
{nTnua avBpwTdg. Eival {ATnua Tou TapdvTtog Kal Tou péAAoVTOG. EipaaTe 6ol edw
ATTOQPACIOUEVOI VO DOUAEWOUE PE OPEEN KAl ATTOQPACICTIKOTNTA YIa va OOUME XEIPOTTIOOTA



atmmoTeAéOUATA O€ £va TOUED TTOU aG apopd GAoUG.

A6 10 Mpageio TutrOU
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