[image: image1.png]FIA Foundation

for the Automobile and Society




Statement by Max Mosley, President of the FIA

Speaking at the Euro NCAP 10th Anniversary Conference in Brussels on Tuesday 29th November 2005. 

The Lessons Learned from Euro NCAP and New Challenges - From Crash Protection to Crash Avoidance
The lessons we have learned from Euro NCAP are quite clear:

· By creating an independent source of consumer information, Euro NCAP has radically accelerated the use of safety technologies in the new car market. 

· Progress in occupant protection during a crash has dramatically improved at a rate far faster than traditional forms of vehicle safety standards have ever been able to achieve. 

The challenge now is to sustain this enormous progress and to extend Euro NCAP’s influence into other aspects of road safety. 

Over the last decade in Europe, the greatest effort in road safety has been made in occupant protection. As a result cars are much safer when a crash happens than ever before. But surely it is so much better to avoid the crash in the first place. That is why it is so very important now to encourage ‘eSafety’ technologies that can help to reduce the number of crashes on Europe’s roads.
An impressive ‘eSafety’ technology available today is Electronic Stability Control, also known as ESP. These systems can compensate driver error by automatically moderating a vehicle’s lateral stability through use of ABS and traction control technologies. In this way ESC helps to prevent lateral slides and, in particular, tends to reduce the likelihood of side impact crashes into on coming vehicles. 
What is important about ESC is that it has enormous potential to avoid crashes and not merely mitigate their consequences. This means that ESC will directly reduce accident costs for governments as there will be fewer crashes to clear up, less ambulance and police calls, not so many human beings to heal and barriers to repair etc. 

The effectiveness of ESC is now well established by research carried out both by industry and independent sources. These studies, from Europe, Japan, and the USA, show a reduction in single car crashes that range between 30 to 40%.
But the frustrating situation today is that market penetration of ESC is painfully slow in a majority EU Member States. Last year only 24% of new cars in Italy were ESC equipped. The figure in the UK was 29%, and in France 39%. Only in Germany and Sweden are rates above 60% being achieved. In the EU enlargement states, with the gravest road safety situation, rates for use of ESC are very low indeed.
Market penetration by vehicle class is another major concern. In the luxury end of the market, where the cars are already the safest, ESC is usually standard equipment. However, at the other end of scale in the highly competitive small family car segment ESC is standard on just 4% of models. Last year 92% of vehicles in this class where not equipped with ESC.

A similar situation exists in the USA. In 2003, for example, just 7.4% of American passenger vehicles were ESC equipped. In the same year 15,621 people died in single vehicle crashes. Just imagine if all the cars involved had been ESC equipped, that horrific death toll could have been cut by at least 35%. Similar life saving potential exists here in the EU. And that is why we need urgent action to promote the use of ESC in all new cars in Europe. 
Without some form of stimulus the normal market development of ESC will probably follow the progress of ABS braking systems which have taken over 20 years to penetrate the entire vehicle fleet. It is now clearly established that ESC is the leading vehicle technology that can contribute to the achievement of the EU road safety target of a 50% reduction in fatalities by 2010. Action is, therefore, required now to accelerate market penetration of ESC.

This summer Euro NCAP issued a strong recommendation to consumers to buy cars with ESC. This is a positive step, following a similar initiative taken by the Swedish Road Administration. However, much more needs to be done if we are going to make the public fully aware of the life saving potential of ESC.
So today I would like to propose an EU action plan for a fast track deployment of ESC with the following key steps:

· Step 1 (2006) – The Euro NCAP should develop a vehicle stability performance test in order to validate ESC functionality. Similar work is already being undertaken by the NHTSA in the USA and could be developed into a joint project with the Euro NCAP or the European Commission. 

· Step 2 (2006-7) – The Euro NCAP should include a sixth star for new models that have ESC functionality provided they pass the performance test and manufacturers offer the system as a standard feature.

· Step 3 (2007) – EU Member States individually decide to offer a €250 tax incentive for all new ESC equipped passenger cars of less than 1.8 litres or less than €20,000 purchase price. The incentive would be offered for a maximum of three years. 

· Step 4 (2010) – If ESC has not reached a market penetration of more than 95% of all new cars in all EU member states, the European Commission should introduce a regulatory requirement based on the Euro NCAP performance test referred to above under European Whole Type Approval.

This proposal is consistent with the Implementation Road Map being developed by the European Commission’s ‘eSafety Forum’. They have proposed fiscal incentives for ESC, combined with consumer information, and regulatory action only as a last option. The Forum’s Working Group estimates that a fast track ESC plan would save 1,400 lives per annum by 2010. 

Without a clear action plan for universal use of ESC, Europe will follow the slow track ABS model of technology introduction and tolerating a higher level of death on our roads that we know can be avoided with a fast track deployment of ESC. And that is why I am convinced that we must act now to promote ESC through a combination of Euro NCAP star rating and fiscal incentives. This will be the winning formula for crash avoidance through Electronic Stability Control.
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