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FOR A CULTURE OF PEACE IN OUR ROADS

A Costa Rican citizen has three times more probabilities to be killed in a violent road accident than a person in northern Europe. This is simply unacceptable.

As a transport Ministry, road safety constitutes a large part of my responsibilities.

Costa Rica with a strong and peaceful tradition engages a war on its roads. What is wrong in Costa Rica.

Failing to enforce a vigorous legislation to punish the drinking and driving issue, added to a poor infrastructure partially focused to road users: the drivers

President Oscar Arias has assumed the traffic accident issue as a national priority. Presently our efforts are focused into two fundamental aspects: A new Traffic Law Proyect involving severe fines and modern point system applied to driving licenses, in addition to the modernization of our road infrastructure taking into account, for the first time, the three road users to know: cyclist, pedestrians and drivers.

This is a massive challenge, Costa Rica accident tool was over 600 casualties just in the year 2007. Most of the victims were among the productive age. A country with hardly 4 million habitants must face this issue through an integral approach. This road war cost to costarrican economy around 2.3% of the integral gross product.

We are willing to challenge the country road culture trusting the country road culture trusting not only on this traffic law modification but also on significant investment in cicloroads and pedestrian infrastructure.

Our country qualified for the IRAP program sponsored by FIA Foundation just last year. We got more than 64% of our road network audited. We are currently analyzing the preliminary results from that survey. Additionally we have in turn, found support from our juridical system searching for mechanisms which allow us to invest quickly.

Nevertheless, today cyclist and pedestrians projects recommended by IRAP go over $10 millions amount which we still do not hold in our budget, however, we are sure to obtain by the end of this year, in order to achieve a change in infrastructure aimed to the most vulnerable population.

The pilot project barely constitutes one percent IRAP investment has determined as fundamental to impact severely on the death tolls Costa Rica is currently facing.

According to IRAP, Costa Rica could safeguard 1400 lives and prevent 14000 seriously injured by means of a sustained annual investment of $153 millions in 20 years.

No doubt, it is time to include safety devices in road designs. It is unacceptable, in spite of the need of money to build, to give up investment in road safety.

Costa Rica government started modifying regulations concerning road designs since 2006 by means of an act committing us as a government to design road safety devices parallel to road design standards.

Our case is not unique. Our country is aware of this fact. Consequently, we are claming for the importance of road safety abroad. We have called the attention of Central American countries achieving standard regulations for road designing ins each country of the region.

From now on each infrastructure within the PPP System will include road safety devices not only for drivers but also for pedestrians and cyclist as well.

We are in need of road safety feature characteristics of a developed country, such as safety paths and road crossing, protective barriers, cicloroads, roundabouts and roadside barriers aimed to decrease the road death toll to 90% less.

Infrastructure is an aspect of a safety system by which government is more capable of preventing injuries and saving lives. It is on the other hand, the most expensive aspect where investments become necessary.

So, let me finish with this question: Assuming there is political willingness for measure taking, will the International Financing Community be willing for action taking and become part of the solution?

I bet many countries are facing the same situation as Costa Rica and the International Community Investment becomes necessary on behalf of my country and of all developing countries in our region, I show my self up to  testify that we have learned from our errors. We feel that now we do know our way. We are determined to throw down political barriers imposed by governments. We do know our way although we are in need to continue saving lives.

Our infrastructure must be built to safeguard life quality and to prevent road killings. It is shame to see how children, young and adult people become traffic accident victims.

We must clear the fact that the road user it is not the vehicle owner. It has come the time to become concerned of ourselves, assuming our responsibility to win not a battle, but a war which kills 1.2 million people worldwide.

In infrastructure in life as such, in road safety there is nothing most costly than untimely decisions. Let us take decisions right now and let us start writing a new page in history, a history of pace in our roads.
Thank you.
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El fruto del silencio es la oración. El fruto de la oración es la fe. El fruto de la fe es el amor. El fruto del amor es el servicio. El fruto del servicio es la paz. Madre Teresa de Calcuta

