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I am delighted to represent the FIA Foundation at this important road safety conference. The FIA Foundation is pleased to support the work of the Union of Bulgarian Motorists and the State Commission for Road Safety in Bulgaria to promote the safety of children on the roads. 
 It gives me great pleasure to see this conference so well attended by representatives of ministries, governmental and non-governmental organisations and other organisations involved in promoting road safety.  Such wide participation can only serve to highlight the importance of the message of today’s conference on how to keep children safe on the roads. 
Road traffic deaths and injuries affect us all. They are always a human tragedy. But the tragedy is greatest when children are involved. Children are rarely the cause of road traffic accidents but suffer as pedestrians, cyclists and passengers. 

In one year in Bulgaria, according to the most recent OECD figures, almost a thousand people were killed on the roads. Tragically, this appalling death toll included children. But you in Bulgaria are not alone in facing this problem. 
According to estimates by the World Health Organisation, more than 180,000 children are killed each year on the world’s roads. Ninety seven (97) per cent of these children die in middle and low income countries. Among children aged between 5 and 14 road traffic injuries are the second leading cause of death after childhood disease.
Today, while we meet here, across the world five hundred children will die in a road crash. 

The subject of our conference today is therefore a vital one. How do we keep our children safe on the roads? 

According to WHO projections child deaths caused by road traffic accidents are set to rise by 65% by 2020, mostly in low and middle income countries.  

It is therefore crucial that the safety of children on the roads is recognised now as an important policy area in its own right.  It must receive attention at local, national and international level in order for concerted efforts to be made to reduce child fatalities on the roads.

The FIA Foundation has been extremely active in promoting road safety at a global level. We encouraged WHO to make last year’s World Health Day the first to focus on road safety.  We successfully campaigned for the first substantive UN resolution on road safety. This established a new UN coordination group to promote traffic injury prevention. We have recently encouraged the UN in Geneva to dedicate a road safety week in 2007 to the road safety needs of children and young road users.
The injuring of children on the roads is unnecessary and preventable. A major report by the WHO and the World Bank last year identified the key risk factors that contribute to road traffic injuries. The report concludes that there are a number of ways to ensure that children can be safer on the roads, including the use of seatbelts and child seats and the wearing of helmets to protect the lives of young passengers and cyclists. Other measures include enforcing speed limits, prosecuting drunk drivers and checking vehicles for their roadworthiness.  They are simple measures but effective ones that will contribute significantly to protecting children on the roads.
So the problem of child injury on the roads has solutions. Your conference today is an important opportunity to discuss those solutions. I hope that we can all draw ideas, initiatives and inspiration from our discussions today and wish you a very successful conference.
