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On behalf of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, I would like to welcome you to the Bank and to this conference on making roads safer.

The economic development of our region has led to a dramatic rise in the number of vehicles and drivers.  At the same time we have also seen an increase in the number of accidents and deaths in our region which the World Bank predicts will increase by at least 19% by 2020.  

Road crashes are the world’s leading cause of death among young people and disproportionably affect those who are in their prime working years.  We need to do more to improve road safety—everything from road design and construction to education and training.  And, this conference is another step to finding and implementing solutions.

As you may know, this is only my second day as president of the Bank and I am on a steep learning curve, so I will not be able to be join the meeting.  However, I want to be here to wish you success in your deliberations and look forward to hearing more about the meeting’s outcome from Brigita and Alistair.

Thank you.  And now I would like to invite Colin Jordan to chair today’s meeting.

