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Patron, Commission for Global Road Safety 
I am delighted to welcome you tonight to the Royal Automobile Club and to London for this important conference on road infrastructure safety. 

All of us would agree that to reduce road casualties we need effective action at many levels -  from government, from industry, from NGOs and at local level too.  Action is required nationally, especially in the developing world, and internationally. We also have to persuade governments, opinion formers and professionals to understand that to make roads safe one has to evolve a systematic approach– safe vehicles, safe road users, safe roads.

Here in the United Kingdom road fatalities fell below 3000 last year, for the first time since records began in 1926. I congratulate all those who have worked so hard to achieve these improvements. But we must not be complacent, and the experience of the best performing countries is that we need to constantly reinforce good practice and innovate.  

The focus of tomorrow’s conference will be on the responsibility of the international community, through our development institutions, to ensure that we are doing all we can to finance, design and build safe roads.

You will hear much about the powerful economic case for making roads safe. The International Road Assessment Programme has demonstrated that the potential returns on investment are very impressive. Such economic arguments are vital for securing the support of finance ministers and budget managers to do something about road safety.  That is all very well, but the set of figures that really matters is the one that details lives lost and lives saved. This is the reason we are all here tonight – to prevent the human suffering and individual poverty caused by road accidents. 
Most of the people affected by traffic accidents are people who will never be able to afford a car - pedestrians, cyclists and users of public transport. In much of the developing world, half the population is below the age of 16.  In Africa road crashes are the second leading cause of death for the 5 to 44 age group.  In some African countries more than 70% of those killed on the roads are young breadwinners. 

These are the very people that new road infrastructure development is intended to help, by improving access to markets, education and health care. Until we collectively accept the responsibility for ensuring that roads are safe, new infrastructure that is intended as an economic lifeline will instead often be a cause of death and injury. 
So it is good that we are now seeing growing recognition of the scale of this epidemic and a coordinated international response of which tomorrow’s conference will be an important ingredient. 

A landmark in this international response was the World report on road traffic injury prevention published in 2004, a worthy winner of the Premier Award of my International Road Safety Awards. 
The UN Road Safety Collaboration, Ied by WHO and the UN regional commissions, and the new Global Road Safety Facility, hosted by the World Bank, now provide sound institutional frameworks for effective international action.  

The Make Roads Safe report from the Commission for Global Road Safety underpins these initiatives and provides a compelling argument to convince governments to provide the resources to fund this initiative on global road safety.

I am proud to be patron of the Commission for Global Road Safety and that, in March this year, the Commission’s first recommendation, for a United Nations Ministerial Conference, was approved by the UN General Assembly.  I congratulate Lord Robertson for leading this successful campaign. I also congratulate General Victor Kiryanov for championing the case for the Russian Government to host an unprecedented global governmental meeting on road safety in St Petersburg in September. 

It is a sign of this new momentum that we have so many governments and international institutions represented here tonight. At last there is real energy and commitment to improve road safety. Like the seat belt and the motorcycle helmet, safe road design can be a major step in the reduction of injuries. We have the technical expertise to implement it. What we need now it the commitment from our politicians and policymakers to take the decisions today that can save many millions of lives in the decades ahead.

I wish you all every success in your discussions tomorrow and in your efforts to make roads safe. 
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