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I would like to thank our president, Thomas Mirow, for his welcome and extend mine as well to all of you on behalf of the EBRD.  I am sure we will have fruitful and interesting discussions. 

Many of you know that EBRD’s mandate is to help Russia and the countries of central and eastern Europe and central Asia transform their economies and build a better future for their people.  The key ways we work is through funding public and private sector projects and providing technical assistance, resulting in better and more efficient infrastructure and industry, rehabilitating outdated technology and bringing in “know-how.”  We have been working on this for 17 years and have seen many changes.   

So how is the region progressing?  

For one thing, we have seen growth in the middle class and consumer consumption.  A recent survey conducted across the region by our Chief Economist’s Office showed that consumer numbers are growing and they want better homes, education, healthcare and transportation.  Improvement in transportation requires a combination of investment in commercial and public transport, such as rail and air, the manufacture of more efficient and safer automobiles and improvements in infrastructure, including streets and roads.  

Transportation safety in the countries of our region is not currently something we are proud of.    

According to the International Transport Forum, while the overall casualties rates (persons killed or injured) from 2000 to 2005 has fallen by 13% in EU countries and 15% in the USA, it has risen by 30% across the EBRD countries of operations.  The cost of the accident rate in our region is estimated at a cost of 2% of GDP annually.  

Most of these accidents are occurring in urban areas: in Russia 72% of all casualties occur in cities, in Kazakhstan the figure is 70% and in Romania 78%.  In another recent study, it was found that pedestrians in Kiev are six times more likely to be killed by a car than a pedestrian in London.

Road and pedestrian safety are serious economic and social problems that need to be addressed at both the urban and rural levels, and from a wide range of approaches.    

Road safety requires awareness raising of the public, as well as the commitment (funding and action) of many different government departments, such as emergency services responsible for rescue, the police for traffic law enforcement, and road works and maintenance by transport departments and their contractors.   For this reason, any road safety strategy and action plan needs to have the support of all relevant government agencies.     

What can we do?

In a region where there are 127,000 road safety related deaths and 2.4 million injuries annually, the EBRD can and will play a role:

--
We can make sure that the projects that we help finance use the highest standards for road safety design.

--
We will continue to support and fund automobile and other vehicle manufacturers that produce vehicles which meet best international standards in safety.

--
We will work with clients to ensure their employees and contractors are aware of codes of conduct and standards for driver and pedestrian safety and monitor projects closely during implementation to ensure the standards are met.

--
We will continue to partner with other organisations and actors who can have an impact on transportation policy and its implementation.

--
And, we can help establish best practice for financiers and other IFIs.

We can also implement improvements through our technical cooperation agreements:

--
Feasibility studies and safety audits.

--
Capacity building of transport and emergency medical authorities.

--
Policy dialogue and support for adopting better laws and regulations.

--
Raising awareness of road safety issues using local organisations and civil society.

I look forward to today’s meeting and our discussions.  We will have time during the day to discuss some critical issues and also to develop good contacts for further discussion.  

Road Safety is global problem.  It is our responsibility as we bring the benefits of our economies to this region in transition, that we do not also bring a legacy of problems that they do not have the capacity to prevent and manage.                

We have quite a challenge ahead of us. 

