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I am delighted to represent the FIA Foundation at this important workshop. I would like to thank the Bavarian State Minister (Dr. Werner Schnappauf) for hosting the meeting and the FIA and ADAC for organising this timely discussion. 
Vehicle emissions have been dramatically reduced over the past two decades as a result of European legislation. Since the early 1990s we have seen technological progress that has transformed the environmental performance of passenger cars. Key toxic emissions have been targeted and reduced, in some cases by more than 80%. Overall, these measures have contributed to making a car today up to thirty times cleaner than a new car in the early 1980s. 
The purpose of today’s meeting is to address the question: where next for vehicle emissions standards? The organisations represented in this room have collectively been responsible for outstanding progress in meeting the challenge of tackling vehicle pollutants. But the potential prize from a Euro V standard, particularly in terms of radically cleaner diesels, is a new challenge worth facing. 
The FIA Foundation’s view is that, for Euro V, a PM limit of 5 milligrams per kilometre for diesel propelled passenger cars is possible given the current available PM filter technology. This view is reinforced by the very good performance of PM filters in tests conducted by the ADAC in 2004 and 2005. We recognise that it would currently only be possible to achieve a reduction of 50% or more beyond the Euro 4 NOx limit value through implementation of advanced after-treatment systems. The FIA Foundation would welcome the same Euro 5 limit values for petrol and diesel propelled passenger cars. 
Designing and legislating for enhanced environmental performance will be a major achievement. But the technical standards we are discussing today must be quickly translated from laboratory to road. Persuading motorists to buy and drive cleaner cars is the key to a successful environment policy. Everything we hope to achieve ultimately depends on this. 
The average age of cars on European roads is 8 – 10 years. That means that today a significant proportion of the European vehicle parc is not providing society with the benefits of the legislation worked for by you and enacted in the past decade. Accelerating the renewal of the car parc should be an urgent policy priority. As we all know, take up of environmental technologies can be achieved through fiscal incentives and pricing instruments and through manufacturer’s sales strategies. Public information also has a role to play in educating and empowering consumers. 
The ADAC launched the Eco Test programme to try to generate interest and demand from the European public for cleaner and more fuel efficient cars. The FIA Foundation has been pleased to support this initiative. Eco Test is a consumer information programme which tests and rates popular car models for pollutants and carbon dioxide emissions. Star ratings are published on the internet and in auto club magazines. This programme is still developing, but we strongly believe there is an important role for clear, independent evaluation of the environmental performance of cars to aid consumers in their purchasing choices. 
I would like to conclude by pointing out that the emission standards that we apply here in Europe are doubly important because they also have a wider application across the globe. 
European standards are providing a benchmark for many other parts of the world. India and China, for example, are adopting Euro 3 emissions regulations for new cars nationwide in 2005 and 2008 respectively and are committed to following the emissions reduction framework established by the European Union, with Euro 4 standards expected to be compulsory for new cars across India by 2010. It is in all our interests that as car use rises in these rapidly growing economies, that the millions of new cars on Indian and Chinese roads are part of a framework for clean emission technologies. 
The FIA Foundation supports the work of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles, which was established under the leadership of the United Nations Environment Programme following the Johannesburg summit on sustainability in 2002. The Partnership’s work is to encourage lead phase out, lower sulphur levels in fuel and retrofit technologies. This is underpinned by the strong foundations of environmental legislation in the industrialised world, including of course, in Europe. So the decisions that you take in the coming months will have an impact not only for Europe’s millions of citizens, but also for billions of people across the world. 

So I wish you success with your discussions and deliberations today, and in the months to come. 
